FREEDOM'S  BATTLE

Republican army realize the unequal conditions of a struggle in
which the enemy could replace its personnel with such facility?
Whereas our officers on the General Staff and in the trenches
never knew an hour's rest, and while they had to be in two or
three places at once because of the scarcity of commanding
officers, and the deficiencies of those whose enthusiasm and good-
will were greater than their technical abilities, fresh groups of
specialists from one of the most powerful armies in Europe were
being sent to the rebels every three months or so.

But these men did not come alone. As in the case of the
Italians, their arrival was preceded, accompanied or followed by a
vast quantity of war material. Therein lies the key to our defeat.
There is no need to distort arguments or to look for causes farther
afield. Information regarding this decisive aspect of Italo-German
intervention in Spain is scantier, and the figures are not so well
known. It is still impossible to state with any precision how many
rifles and machine-guns, how many cannon and tanks, how many
armoured cars and lorries were received by the rebels from
Germany and Italy during the thirty-two months of the war. At
all times their superiority in artillery was overwhelming. The
Franco authorities admitted it themselves immediately after their
victory. A telegram from the Havas Agency in Madrid, dated
April igth, 1939, which had passed the censor and which bore all
the appearance of an official report, stated that of the 450,000 men
estimated to have been killed in the war, only 130,000 were rebels,
and explained this disproportion by "the crushing superiority of
the Nationalist army in artillery and aviation." The corre-
spondent gave a few details which tally fairly well with our own.
"The greatest display of Republican artillery took place in Teruel,
whfere 180 cannon were lined up. On the other side it was in the
Ebro counter-offensive that the Nationalists showed their greatest
superiority in arms, when General Franco brought up 1,400
cannon to oppose 120 on the enemy front."

The figure of 1,400 pieces of artillery lined up in such a small,
sector, is sufficient to give an idea of the enormous quantity of
war material supplied to the rebels by Germany and Italy.
Another important detail is the volume of Franco debts.
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